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““We have to be prepared always for the We have to be prepared always for the 
possibility that each new discovery, possibility that each new discovery, 

no matter which science furnishes it, no matter which science furnishes it, 
may modify the conclusions that we draw.”may modify the conclusions that we draw.”

ALFRED L. WEGENER (1928)ALFRED L. WEGENER (1928)



  

UNDERSTANDING THE EXPANSION TECTONICS

One of the most profound statements the late 
Professor Sam Warren Carey (Emeritus Professor of 
Geology from the University of Tasmania) said to me 
when I first started researching Expansion Tectonics 
was: “If 50 million believe in a fallacy it is still a 
fallacy”. 

The point he was making was that the validity of any 
theory does not depend upon the number of people 
believing it; hence, an accepted theory may still be 
fundamentally wrong regardless of how many people 
believe it is correct. 



  - They think that I'm lost, only because I walk in another direction. -



  

- If we all walk in the same direction,
 how will we know no other way? -



  

The Plate Tectonic interpretation of global data, 
for instance, is based on the fundamental 
premise that the Earths radius has remained 
constant, or near constant, throughout history. 

As will be outlined in this paper, this contrasts 
with an Expansion Tectonic interpretation of the 
same global data which is based on the 
fundamental premise that the Earths radius has 
been steadily increasing throughout Earth 
history.



  



  

It should be appreciated from 
this statement that all modern 
and historical global data used 
to substantiate both Plate 
Tectonic and Expansion Tectonic 
theories are, in fact, identical. 

The only reason why Plate 
Tectonic theory won acceptance 
50 years ago was because 
debate on whether or not Earths 
radius does or does not change 
with time was largely 
hypothetical – since it couldn’t 
be convincingly verified or 
measured.



  

Since then there has been a quantum leap in 
both technology and peoples understanding 
of our physical Earth, ranging from the 
introduction of computers, modern data 
gathering and processing capabilities, 
advances in software, satellite technologies, 
media presentation and, of course, increased 
public awareness of global tectonic 
principles. 



  



  

The timing of my initial research into Expansion 
Tectonics was both fortunate and critical. 
Completion of the published Bedrock Geological Map 
of the World used in my model studies coincided 
with commencement of my research during the early 
1990s. 

Without this world mapping, Expansion Tectonics 
would have continued to remain in the dark ages. In 
addition, computer and software technology has also 
caught up with the need to present Expansion 
Tectonic Earth models and supporting time 
constrained data on spherical Earth globes. 



  



  

- Marie Tharp & James Maxlow's models on Google Earth software-



  

The most important outcomes of my Expansion 
Tectonic research to date are: 

1)  Modeling of continental plate assemblages has 
now been completed for 100% of geological Earth 
history, ranging from the early Archaean Era to the 
present day. 

These assemblages have demonstrated a high 
degree of crustal fit accuracy and, most notably, 
without the need to arbitrarily fragment continents 
or dispose of pre-existing crusts by subduction.



  



  

2)  A formula for rate of change in Earth radius 
has been established and modeling of 
physical data completed. 

This mathematical modeling demonstrates 
that Earth radius has been increasing 
exponentially throughout time, increasing to a 
current rate of 22mm/year.



  



  

3)  Ancient magnetic poles plus equator have 
been accurately located on all models 
constructed. 

Both poles plot as diametrically opposed north 
and south poles, enabling the ancient 
equators and climate zones to be precisely 
established.



  

- James Maxlow & Anita Maxlow -



  

- Warren Carey & Klaus Vogel (left), Klaus Vogel & James Maxlow (right) -



  

4) Geological, geographical and geophysical data have 
been investigated on all models. These data are shown to 
coincide precisely with expected polar and equatorial 
climatic and biotic constraints. 



  

5)  Models have been animated in four 
dimensions, showing the increase in Earth 
radius throughout time along with global 
distribution of selected data sets.



  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzgcnYwl-AQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzgcnYwl-AQ


  

COMPARISON OF EXPANSION TECTONICS 
AND PLATE TECTONICS

As previously stated, the primary global 
geological, geographical and geophysical 
evidence used to quantify both Plate Tectonic and 
Expansion Tectonic theories is identical. 

The difference between each theory simply boils 
down to whether or not the presumed need for a 
constant Earth radius premise is true or false. 



  



  

In Plate Tectonic theory it is presumed the radius of 
the Earth has remained essentially constant with 
time. 

As new volcanic rocks are injected along the mid-
ocean ridge spreading axes the ocean floors widen 
allowing newer oceanic crust to form. 

To maintain a theoretical constant radius Earth, an 
equal amount of pre-existing oceanic or 
continental crust must then be disposed of 
elsewhere and returned to the mantle by a 
theorized process called “subduction”.



  

This subduction process forms the basis for Plate 
Tectonic theory, and consequentially is essential for 
maintaining a static radius Earth premise.



  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ztVA2vNYkU

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ztVA2vNYkU


  

Alternatively, for an Expansion Tectonic Earth, 
the very same volcanic rocks injected along 
the mid-ocean ridge spreading axes again 
widen and add to the surface area of ocean 
floor. 

For an Expansion Tectonic Earth, this increase 
in surface area of all ocean floors is a 
reflection of an increase in Earth radius, and 
there is therefore no requirement for any net 
disposal of excess crust by subduction 
processes.



  



  

For an Expansion Tectonic Earth, prior to about 200 
million years ago the modern ocean basins did not exist. 

At that time all continental crust was united to form a 
single supercontinent called Pangaea, enclosing the 
entire ancient Earth at about 52% of the present Earth 
radius. Instead of the modern oceans, a network of 
relatively shallow seas covered low lying parts of the 
Pangaean supercontinent. 

All of the relatively young ocean floor volcanic crusts, as 
well as much of the ocean waters and atmosphere, were 
retained within the mantle, where they originated. 



  



  

While arguments can be given for and against 
both theories, it is emphasized that the exact 
same crustal fragments making up both the 
ancient supercontinents and modern 
continents can be fitted together precisely, 
somewhat like a spherical jigsaw, on a smaller 
radius Earth to form a single supercontinent. 

The question that must then be answered is, is 
this empirical phenomenon fact or mere 
coincidence?



  



  

OVERVIEW OF EXPANSION TECTONICS

Acceptance of Expansion Tectonics as a viable tectonic process is 
currently envisaged by many researchers to be thwarted by major 
obstacles, which supposedly “outnumber the evidence in favour”. 

These opinions are based on very outdated, and arguably emotive 
and opinionated research carried out during the 1950s to 1970s, 
well before the advent of modern Plate Tectonics, computer 
technology, global data gathering capabilities and multimedia 
communication. 

Unfortunately, these same outdated opinions are being carried 
through to recent literature, without proper scientific 
investigation, regardless of new advances made in Expansion 
Tectonic research. 



  



  



  

Expansion Tectonic theory simply removes one 
primary premise from current tectonic theory –
namely the assumption that the Earths radius is 
constant. 

By removing this premise we are then in a 
position to apply correct scientific principles to 
test whether the global data is, in fact, better 
explained on an Earth undergoing an increase in 
radius with time. 



  



  

The completion of oceanic magnetic mapping 
and age dating of crust beneath all of the 
Earths major oceans has provided a very 
important tool to quantify Expansion Tectonics. 

This ocean floor mapping has placed finite 
time constraints on the plate motion history 
shown in all the oceans extending back to 
before the Early Jurassic period (to about 200 
million years ago).



  

This mapping is used in Expansion Tectonics to 
quantify both plate reconstruction and rate of 
crustal generation on small Earth models. 



  

A set of eleven spherical models, extending 
from the early Jurassic Period to the present is 
shown in the next figure. 

These models have since been extended back 
in time to the early Archaean Era (about 4,500 
million years ago) and one model projected to 
five million years into the future.



  



  



  



  

To construct each of the models, successively older 
geological time stripes paralleling the mid-ocean 
spreading ridges (Figure 2) are simply removed. Each 
crustal plate is then restored to a pre-spreading, or 
pre-extension configuration at a reduced Earth 
radius along their common plate or continental 
margin respectively. 

By successively removing young oceanic crust and 
reuniting the continental and oceanic plates along 
their common mid-ocean-ridges, each of the models 
shown in Figure 3 demonstrates a better than 99% 
plate fit-together. 



  



  

On these models, during the Triassic period (the 
time period before the Jurassic), continental crust, 
as well as sediments deposited around the 
continental margins, are then shown to envelope 
the Earth as a complete continental shell at about 
52% of the present Earth radius. 

At that time the sediments along the continental 
margins (shown as white in Figure 3) formed a 
global network, representing the location of 
shallow seas surrounding and on-lapping the 
ancient continental lands. 



  



  

This unique fit-together of the lands and an 
ancient sea demonstrates that Expansion 
Tectonics is indeed a viable process. 

By modeling oceanic and continental crusts on 
a reduced radius Earth model it effectively 
removes the need to arbitrarily fragment 
continents to maintain a constant Earth radius. 
It also removes the need to dispose of excess 
oceanic crust by subduction when opening 
each of the modern oceans.



  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTrwNtHHUzw

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTrwNtHHUzw


  

““May cease their war all against all and instead of hunting for gold, May cease their war all against all and instead of hunting for gold, 
racing for fame or wasting productive forces in useless labors, racing for fame or wasting productive forces in useless labors, 

choose the better part and join in the conquest of the rocks. choose the better part and join in the conquest of the rocks. 
The peaceble emulation on the discovery and directionsThe peaceble emulation on the discovery and directions

of the natural forces for evolving nutritive productsof the natural forces for evolving nutritive products
and the peaceble enjoyment of the fruits which the earthand the peaceble enjoyment of the fruits which the earth

  is able to provide in abundance for all..”is able to provide in abundance for all..”

JULIUS HENSEL (1892)JULIUS HENSEL (1892)



  



  

Article by Dr. James Maxlow made from his texts with 
multimedia adaptation by "El Proyecto Matriz". For 
more information about the author go to his official 
website. 

CONTACT:
contact@jamesmaxlow.com
http://www.jamesmaxlow.com/
http://www.oneoffpublishing.com/terranon.html



  

BOOKS BY JAMES MAXLOW

Hardcopy book can be purchased from: 
TerrellaPress@bigpond.com  and EBook can be purchased from: 
www.oneoffpublishing.com



  

For anyone that wants to access James Maxlow's PhD thesis, you 
can download a pdf version from: 

http://adt.curtin.edu.au/theses/available/adt-WCU20020117.145715

James Maxlow's official website:

http://www.jamesmaxlow.com

http://adt.curtin.edu.au/theses/available/adt-WCU20020117.145715
http://www.jamesmaxlow.com/
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